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     How quickly 
time passes. We are 
already in the midst 
of the 2006 holiday 
season. This last 
year was filled with 
a multitude of sig-
nificant events and 
important issues. I 

guess that�s why the time seemed to slip 
by so fast. 

     The U.S. Marshals Service (USMS), 
District of Oregon has had a very suc-
cessful year. As such, I want to thank all 
of our law enforcement partners 
(federal, state, and local) for their out-
standing support and assistance during 
2006. This includes all the sheriff     
offices and  FDC Sheridan that house 
our federal prisoners, as well as our full 
and part-time partners on our fugitive 
task forces. I also 
thank the entire fed-
eral court family for 
your helpful attitude 
and for creating a sup-
portive and collaborative environment. 
We simply couldn�t accomplish our mis-
sion without all of you! 

      I have to recognize the great work 
accomplished by all of our USMS em-
ployees in the District of Oregon. I trust 
each of them realizes how much I appre-
ciate their efforts, professionalism, and 
dedication. They are really a terrific 
team. 

     One of the most significant events for 
the USMS in 2006 was the passage of 
the Adam Walsh Act. Language in the 
act charges the USMS with the responsi-
bility for investigating, locating and ar-
resting unregistered sex offenders. We 
are excited about this new challenge but 

realize that it will require a lot of extra ef-
fort, particularly in the short term. Even 
though some additional personnel re-
sources have been programmed for this 
effort, we most likely will not see any 
gains in staffing until 2008.  In the mean-
time, we will do the best we can with exist-
ing resources.  What makes this even more 
challenging is that we are currently operat-
ing with personnel vacancies that we are 
unable to fill. This is not necessarily a 
budget issue, rather it is a human resources 
challenge in hiring sufficient people fast 
enough to keep up with the demand.  Re-
gardless, we will work diligently and 
smartly with our law enforcement partners 
to meet and exceed our mission objectives. 

     Before we usher in calendar year 2007, 
I hope we all take a personal timeout to 
truly enjoy the spirit of the season. At the 
same time, let�s not forget those that find 

themselves serving our 
country in assignments 
away from home or over-
seas � military or civilian 
� that can�t be home for 

the holidays. We deeply appreciate their 
service and sacrifices. 

     On behalf of all of us in the USMS, 
District of Oregon, I wish you a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy and Safe New 
Year! 

  

�...I want to thank all of our law en-
forcement partners (federal, state, and 
local) for your outstanding support and 
assistance during 2006.��



Investigations  
     The second half of 2006 has been a busy and fruitful time 
for the U.S. Marshals Service Oregon Fugitive Task Force.  
While the goal of the Marshals Service has always been to 
arrest all fugitives within its jurisdiction, priority has been 
given to those subjects that present the greatest threat to the 
community, especially those who endanger children.  This 
year the U.S. Congress and the Attorney General designated 
the U.S. Marshals Service as the lead agency in the apprehen-
sion of sex offenders in non-compliance with sex offender 
registration requirements.  Additionally, the Marshals Service 
is tasked with investigating sex offenders who have not com-
plied with their registration requirements possibly leading to 
new criminal charges. 

     The �Adam Walsh Child Protection and Safety Act of 
2006� not only makes failure to register as a sex offender and 
then crossing state lines a federal felony, but depending upon 
the underlying charges and the individual�s criminal history, 
the minimum sentence is 5 or 10 years.  Additionally, the law 
attempts to move all states toward some form of uniformity 
in how they classify sexual offenders and their registration 
requirements. 

     In order to assist our partners in the 
state and local agencies, our fugitive 
task force has begun to identify those 
individuals throughout the State of Ore-
gon who may be potential targets of 
investigation and/or arrest.  This is be-
ing accomplished via the already strong presence of the Ore-
gon State Police on the Fugitive Task Force and the imple-
mentation of an automated notification process through the 
CJIS system administered by the State of Oregon.  This noti-
fication process will give the Marshals Service and the Task 
Force Officers immediate notification when a sexual offender 
has a new warrant allowing immediate attention and assign-
ment to an investigator. 

     While seeking to refine the notification process, the Mar-
shals Service is also seeking to forge long term relationships 
with all agencies across the State of Oregon in order to iden-
tify high-priority sex offenders.  By adding investigators and 
resources to participating agencies requesting assistance, the 
task force serves as a �force-multiplier.�  This is particularly 
valuable to smaller departments with limited manpower and 
investigative resources.  While the Marshals Service believes 
it has strong working relationships with many agencies 
throughout the state, it is always seeking ways to strengthen 
and expand those relationships critical to the protection of the 
most innocent among us. 

     With the present criminal investigators from the Marshals 
Service, detectives from the Portland Police Bureau and the 
Oregon State Police as well as Multnomah and Clackamas 
County Probation Officers and Oregon National Guard ana-
lysts,  the task force creates the perfect environment to ad-
dress the provisions of the Adam Walsh Act.  The wealth of 

knowledge each individual brings to the task force and their 
ability to easily share their expertise and agency resources 
allows the task force to aggressively charge, arrest and con-
vict sex offenders and especially sexual predators. 

     To further enhance these relationships as well as develop 
new ones, the USMS is conducting training for investigators 
throughout the state to demonstrate the capabilities of the 
Electronic Surveillance Bureau (ESB) and the USMS spon-
sored task forces.  The ESB works hand-in-hand with the 
local task forces and the District of Oregon in providing the 
latest in electronic surveillance techniques in the pursuit of 
fugitives and sexual predators.  With numerous assets at 
their disposal and the ability to quickly respond to almost 
any circumstance (at no cost to the local or state agency) the 
ESB is now an integral part of task force operations.   

Captured: 

Investigate Highlights  

     As evidence of the success of the District�s fugitive task 
force in the pursuit of those considered the 
�worst of the worst�, for the period of April 
1, 2006 through October 31, 2006, the Dis-
trict of Oregon and the its fugitive task force 
combined to arrest over 351 fugitives catego-
rized as violent offenders.  These 351 violent 
offenders had over 385 warrants associated 

with their criminal activities.  Several highlights from these 
arrests are as follows: 

     Convicted rapist, Howard Kenneth 
Thomas, had absconded from under 
the close supervision of the Mult-
nomah County Department of Commu-
nity Justice.  On June 14, 2006 Tho-
mas cut the strap of his electronic 
tracking device and disappeared with 
money in his pocket and a vehicle to 
make good his getaway.  Numerous 
law enforcement agencies and news 
bureaus throughout the west coast were alerted based on this 
individual�s propensity for violence and mental state.  At the 
same time, Thomas was tracked to Tacoma, WA by the 
work of the U.S. Marshals Task Force members.  On July 
21, 2006 Thomas was located and arrested in Tacoma by 
members of the Pacific Northwest Fugitive Apprehension 
Task Force and later returned to Multnomah County. 

      Alden Yale, a Thurston County, WA 
most wanted fugitive, was being sought 
on 23 criminal counts including, Leading 
Organized Crime, Distribution of 
Methamphetamine, Assault with a  

�This year the U.S. Congress and the Attor-
ney General designated the U.S. Marshals 
Service as the lead agency in the apprehen-
sion of sex offenders in non-compliance 
with sex offender registration require-
ments��



Deadly Weapon, Money Laundering and Witness Intimidation.  
Alden was believed to be on the run with large amounts of cash 
and several firearms at his disposal � � � � �� � �� � 	 � 
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was tracked to the Beaverton, OR area by Task Force members 
and a suspected location was soon under surveillance.  After 
several hours of attempting to locate Alden, he was spotted and 
taken into custody by numerous law enforcement officers 
thereby preventing a potentially violent confrontation.  

     On September 18, 2006 Terry 
Smith was arrested for violating the 
immigration laws of Cambodia outside 
the U.S. Embassy in Phnom Penh, Cam-
bodia.  Authorities in Jackson County, 
OR wanted Smith for Sex Abuse of a 
Minor and for Failure to Register as a 
Sex Offender.  The Oregon State Police 
had developed information indicating 
Smith had fled to Cambodia and con-

tacted the Oregon HIDTA Fugitive Task Force for assistance in 
locating and apprehending him.  Oregon HIDTA Task Force 
coordinated with USMS Headquarters, the U.S. Department of 
State and the Cambodian authorities to develop information on 
Smith’s location.  Cambodian authorities previously arrested 
Smith for Sodomy of a Minor, confiscated his passport and 
released him on bond.  Investigators learned that Smith would 
attempt to obtain a replacement passport at the U.S. Embassy, 
and coordinated his arrest when he arrived there.  Smith has 
since been brought back to the U.S. and awaits trial while also 
being investigated for further crimes against minors. 

    Fugitive Maxie Allen Moore arrived 
with a yellow rose in hand expecting to meet 
his on-line date for a romantic lunch. 
Moore’s “date”  had cultivated the relation-
ship with talks of fall leaves, music and 
games.  In fact, Moore’s “date”  was a Dep-
uty U.S. Marshal from Eugene who had 
given Moore a dose of his own medicine 
with false information and leading conversa-
tions.  Moore was arrested by U.S. Marshals on October 18, 
2006 when he arrived for his romantic interlude.  He was 
wanted for Violation of Supervised Release out of the Western 
District of Washington with original charges of  Social Secu-
rity Fraud, False Statements, False Representation, Failure to 
Appear, Rape and Domestic Violence. 

     John Clarence Farr is was arrested by Dep-
uty U.S. Marshals out of Medford, OR on Octo-
ber 30, 2006.  Farris was charged with over 500 
counts of  Sex Acts with a Minor and Aggra-
vated Sexual Assault of a Child and was sched-
uled to be profiled on America’s Most Wanted.  
Farris had disappeared from a pretrial hearing in 

Guadalupe County, TX where he was facing 99 years in 
prison for his charged crimes.  Deputy U.S. Marshals had 
tracked Farris to Medford where it was believed he was 
living as a panhandler on the local streets.  Based on an 
extensive investigation Farris was found talking on a local 
pay phone by local Deputy Marshals and was heard to ex-
claim that “oh s--- they got me!”  

          On the last weekend of Septem-
ber, 2006 Michelle Dawn Finley ab-
ducted her daughter, Heidi Rus, dur-
ing what was supposed to be a super-
vised custodial visit.  Finley and Rus 
were featured on America’s Most 
Wanted and soon after the Pendleton 
Police Department sought out the as-
sistance of the Oregon HIDTA Fugi-
tive Task Force in finding Heidi Rus 
and arresting Finley.  Several weeks of non-stop media in-
terest and investigative leads being sent all over the country 
by the Marshals Service Task Force resulted in the possibil-
ity that Finley had relocated to Las Vegas, NV with the as-
sistance of a boyfriend.  On November 17, Finley was lo-
cated and arrested in Las Vegas by members of the Mar-
shals Service Fugitive Task Force and Heidi Rus was re-
united with her father and soon after returned to Pendleton, 
OR. 

     Char les Sampson and Brenda 
Hudson were wanted by the Portland 
Police Bureau, Homicide Division for 
investigation of Homicide and Theft.  
In November, 2006 the PPB contacted 
their representative on the Oregon 
HIDTA Fugitive Task Force to assist 
in locating and arresting the couple.  
The charges related to an incident 
during which Hudson had lured the 
victim to a room for sex and tied him 

to the bed.  Sampson then entered the room and allegedly 
struck the victim in the head with a club, killing him.  After 
the crime, the couple began to hide out but remained in the 
Portland area.  On November 15, 2006 both subjects were 
located and arrested without incident following a lengthy 
surveillance of their suspected residence.  

Investigations cont’d 

Welcome Aboard 
     Lisa Wilson transferred from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service in Longview, WA as our new Purchasing Agent.  She 
has over 22 years of government service to include time with 
the Army Corps of Engineers, I.R.S. and U.S. Fish and Wild-
life.  She was born and raised in St. Helens, OR where she 
still lives today.  We are fortunate to have Lisa as part of our 
Marshals Service family. 


